Russian scholars, members of ESWTR Nataliya Shok and Nadezhda Beliakova initiated a unique academic discussion “Family Values ​​and Medical Technologies in Russia: A Bioethical Discourse”, where they plan to discuss the problem field of bioethics through the prism of the religion-family-medicine relationship.

On November 14, 2019, the section “Family Values ​​and Medical Technologies in Russia: A Bioethical Discourse” will be held on the basis of the Russian State Humanitarian University for the first time in the Russian academic space. This section is organized as part of the international conference “Family values and related ethical issues: an analysis of debates and mobilizations in Russia and in Europe”.
The section will discuss aspects and circumstances of the challenges associated with the development of medical technologies faced by the Russian family. The organizers of the section Nataliya Shok (Dr. Sc., Medical History) and Nadezhda Belyakova (History of Religion), considered it important to focus on the bioethical perspective of the discussion about family values ​​and emerging technologies in medicine. The traditions of Russian society and the historical and cultural features of the development of religion, family and medicine are fundamentally different from what is typical for Western societies. These cultural and historical commitments influence modern Russian bioethical discourse. In Russia, the concept of bioethics is traditionally tied to the problems of law and philosophy, and despite a long discussion on bioethics (started in the late 1980s), the perspectives “medicine and religion”, “family and medicine”, “public participation and healthcare” never sounded as an object in academic dialogue. State policy in Russia over the twentieth century was aimed at excluding the participation of religious institutions in all public discussions, including issues that today have a connotation as “bioethical”. At the same time, the state initiated radical transformations of the institution of the family and radically changed the social role of medicine.

At the same time, the formulation of bioethical issues in the Russian context has some common features with European discussions. For example, a discussion of ethics makes people nervous, as there is a clash of opposing positions. Still, in Russian society, we note the absence of a public discussion related to the emerging technologies in medicine and their impact on family values, and therefore no public debates and no public consensus.
The development of medicine and biotechnology leads to special problems at the intersection of science, medicine, ethics, law and religion. The complex of issues that bioethics deals with - problems associated with the beginning and end of life, issues of a person’s identity in the context of medicalization of all spheres of life, issues of free will (informed consent, consent / refusal of treatment, “surrogate decision-making” by parents regarding children's health ) and others. Of course, the field of bioethics is not limited to discussing the use of biotechnology, but also requires discussion of more complex issues that concern all, without exception, people - for example, death and dying.

Medical technology today affects not only a person, but also influences and changes the structure of society and the family as its integral part. Such issues are stories about motherhood and fatherhood, the role of the family in deciding on a range of issues related to IVF, surrogacy, sperm donation, etc. The challenge for modern bioethics is not only the designation of a research framework, but also the involvement of actual participants in the process (politicians, religious leaders, doctors, scientists, "ordinary" citizens) in public discussion to articulate existing positions and develop public consensus. In this section, using concrete cases from the Russian reality as an example, we discuss questions about what elements of global / European bioethical discourse are on the agenda of Russian society? Is there space for the development of ethical approaches in line with the Christian worldview in the practice of medicine and the public consciousness of Russians? How much or in which way religious attitudes and religious institutions in Russia today affect the relationship "family - medical technology"? The core of the discussion at the section will be the question of how Western “cultural wars” are refracted in the Russian context and reflected in discussions and practices of the influence of medical technologies on the Russian family in their bioethical perspective.

Address: Russian State University for the Humanities, Moscow, auditorium 228.

Program. 
Section. Family values and medical technologies in Russia: a bioethical discourse 

Nataliya Shok, Privolzhsky Research Medical University, Nizhny Novgorod 

Biomedical ethics: Towards an interdisciplinary methodology (Russian Science Foundation project №18-78-10018, in Privolzhsky Research Medical University). 
Mikhail Pershin, N. Pirogov Russian Medical Research University, Moscow. 

Demographic message of the federal law “Foundations of healthcare in the Russian Federation”: factors and actors

Nadezhda Beliakova, Institute of World History, Russian Academy of Sciences, Moscow 
Discourse of traditional values in Moscow centers of natural childbirth assistance.

Sergey Senchukov, First Moscow Ambulance Station
Ethical dilemma of death and dying: quality of life, family values and progress of medicine

Roman Tarabrin, I. Sechenov First Moscow State Medical University

Moral values of Orthodox faith vs. contemporary reproductive technologies – a false dilemma? 

Contact: Dr. Sc (History of Medicine) Shock Nataliya, e-mail: shok.nataliya@gmail.com.

The full program of the conference is: http://religion.rsuh.ru/14-11-19-evropejskie-spory-o-semejnyx-i-moralnyx-cennostyax/
