INVITATION
TO THE REGIONAL CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPEAN CONFERENCE 
OF THE EUROPEAN SOCIETY OF WOMEN IN THEOLOGICAL RESEARCH (ESWTR)
FRIENDSHIP WITH THE OTHER
RELIGIONS - RELATIONSHIPS - ATTITUDES
August 24th-27th 2014 
Gniezno, Collegium Europaeum UAM

ul. Kostrzewskiego 5-7

62-200 Gniezno

POLSKA-POLAND

Dear Women, dear Colleagues,
On the behalf of the Polish Section of the European Society Of Women In Theological Research and of the Organizing Committee we would like to invite you to the regional Central and Eastern European Conference which will take place in Gniezno on August 24th- 27th 2014. The topic of the conference is Friendship With The Other. Religions – Relationships - Attitudes
Languages of the conference are: English, German, Polish.
The registration already closed with December 2014. If you are interested to attend the conference please send a message to the following e-mail address: ESWTR.poland.2014@gmail.com .
Organizing Committee:
Doctor Habilitatus Elżbieta Adamiak (DSc)
Małgorzata Chrząstowska PhD
Małgorzata Grzywacz PhD
Ewa Jaruzelska MA
Joanna Kiersztejn PhD
Justyna Melonowska PhD
Sonia Sobkowiak MA
Anna Szemplińska MA 

CONFERENCE  TOPIC
Friendship with the Other
Religions – Relationships - Attitudes
The topic of this conference is friendship understood as a particularly close individual relationship with ‘the other’ – with another human being, with the surrounding world, also with oneself and especially with God. Additionally, we would like to take into consideration different kinds of relationships between certain groups. It is essential to emphasise “otherness” as it is strongly believed that there is a dialogic tension between the parties in a friendly relationship. 

Firstly we would like to discuss friendship in the perspective of theological and philosophical anthropology, we will look into different types of relationships between people and analyse the human condition of friendship. We are going to investigate how gender influences the nature of friendship, especially female friendship, and look into a friendly relationship with the world of nature.

We also propose to analyse the problem of religions which cause conflicts under certain conditions despite the fact that they provide a natural space for bonding and building openness and closeness. We will base our analysis on religious texts which portrait a completely different image of God – a God who gives humankind an invitation of friendship. We would like to investigate the nature of this relationship and trace how it leads to either friendship or enmity between neighbours. Here ecumenical and interfaith dialogues are important issue.

For us another important aspect is the social dimension of the proposed issues, for instance, friendship and hostility between religious groups and faith communities as well as feminist organisations of different provenience.

We hope that the discussion concerning the above-mentioned problems will help to see the potential and perspectives of friendship as an important answer to questions, which/who is ‘the Other’. 

welcome
The regional conferences are already a tradition which enables women from Eastern and Central Europe to meet and discuss important issues. This time we would like to analyze the topic from a scientific perspective. That is why we are inviting members of our Society to share their experiences. We will meet in Gniezno – the first capital of Poland – in the Collegium Europaeum of the Adam Mickiewicz University. This will be also a great opportunity to present the diversity of our country and reality. 


The program will fully benefit from the participants’ enthusiasm, engagement and creativity. We invite you to share your experiences and contribute to the conference discussions on several levels of activities:

· Statement of research (mini/short lecture)

· Workshop

· Exhibition

· Prayer

Please follow the schedule: 
1. The application form for the conference with all the required information including your activity (short-lecture, workshop etc.) should be sent no later than 31st November 2013. 
2. The abstract describing the short – lecture, workshop , exhibition, prayer (800 characters/words) should be sent by 31st January 2014. 
3. On the basis of these abstracts the Organizing Committee will select short-lecture, workshops, exhibitions and prayers and will notify the potential participants by 28th February 2014.
4. A short-lecture (statement of research) must take no more than 15 minutes (+15 minutes of discussion). We thank you in advance for keeping the time.
5. Short-lectures will not be translated but presented in language groups. 
6. After the conference, only presented papers will be published. 
FINANCES
1. The conference fee is 40.00 Euros. 
2. Estimated cost of the accommodation, boarding and cultural program is 140 Euros. More details about the payment will be given later. 
3. Lecturers and members of the ESWTR from Central and Eastern Europe can apply for reimbursement of the travel and accommodation costs. In order to do so we ask you to fill the following application. Preferred are women who will declare their active participation in the conference. 
Other people interested in participating in the conference are very welcome, but we cannot offer a cost reimbursement. 

4. REGISTRATION FOR THE CONFERENCE

Title:
First name:
Surname:
Address:
Phone:
E-mail: 
Photo:
A short biography (800 characters):
Current research and activity:
Recent and/or most important publications:
APPLICATION FORM

First name:
Surname:
Institution:
Position/Dept:
E-mail:
Correspondence address: 
This is my first ESWTR conference: yes / no 
I need translation (mark in the box): 
() From English to: () German     () Polish
() From German to () English       () Polish
() From Polish to: () English         () German
I would like:
() to give a short-lecture 
() to organize a workshop 
() to show an exhibition
() to prepare a prayer
ACCOMMODATION

First name: 
Surname: 
Address: 
Arrival at ............. (date), at …………… (time) (means of transport)
Departure.............. (date), at…………….. (time) (means of transport)
Travel cost (least expensive option)……………………………………………
Dietary requirements
() Vegetarian
() Other
Accommodation – double rooms – 
Name of preferred roommate: 
FEES

First name: 
Surname: 
Address: 
1. Conference fee is obligatory
2. Travel costs
() On my one 
() Please refund ………… of the cost.
3. Catering
() On my one
() Please refund ………… of the cost.
STATEMENT OF RESEARCH / SHORT LECTURE

Name, Surname: 

Title:

Abstract ( 800 words/characters):
Equipment: 
WORKSHOP/120 MIN

Name, Surname: 

Title:

Description ( 800 words/characters): 
Equipment: 
EXHIBITION

Name, Surname: 

Subject, title 

Description ( 800 words/characters):
Equipment: 
PRAYER/ Ritual 30 MIN.

Name, Surname: 

Religious tradition: 

Christian religion: 

Language:
In association with :
() Morning
() Evening 
Description (800 words/characters):
Equipment: 
