Annual Convention 
of the European Society of Women in Theological Research (ESWTR) – German section,

23rd-25th November 2012

Center for Women Studies and Education of the Evangelical Church in Germany (FSBZ) in Hofgeismar

“… more than a playground! Queer theologies between provocation, pleasure & freedom”

Make yourself pretty, work out, become man, become woman! And as a man love women and as a woman love men! Control your desire, the sexual, but also the one for unhealthy food!

Human life and human bodies are standardized: social identities and sexual role scripts are socially constructed and rehearsed from the beginning. 

Queer people deal with these conceptions playfully but also defiantly. With their refusal they undermine the seemingly irrefutable and at the same time make themselves vulnerable with these provocations. Queer existences can seem absurd and perverted to us, but also brave and humorous. Queerness evokes reluctance and fascinates: as a term, as a way of life, as a scientific concept. 

Queerness is more than a playground of alternative ways of life and love both theologically and in relation to churches that participate powerfully in the standardization of bodies and their desires. Queer theologies mark the process of a provocative deliberation about what the different constructions of gender, sexual orientation, and sexual practices mean for our understanding of God, love and church. Queer liberation theologies aspire to more than  passionate contemplation on body constructions. They broach the issues of powerlessness and fears, that push towards the adaptation of heterosexual and other societal norms. Also for theologians Queer theologies describe vulnerability, loss of control and devotion as attributes of the incarnate God. They design counter-images as for example the “fat Jesus”. 

Main presentations: 

Ruth Hess: queer_theology_queer theology. A cartography of salacious discourses. 

Lisa Isherwood: Fleshy Revolutions with the Fat Jesus.

In addition there will be expert groups, mini-lectures and other working groups; project presentations, general assembly and dance… 

Detailed program and application information soon to be found on the FSBZ’s, Hofgeismar, website (http://www.fsbz.de/programm/index_prog_tagungen.php) and the ESWTR’s website (www.eswtr.org)!

Note: conference language is German; Lisa Isherwood’s presentation will be held in English, a written translation will be available. 

