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Twenty years after the break up of communist government in Central and 
Eastern Europe, this book presents the state of the research on the mutual 
relationship between gender and religion during the last two decades of political 
and social transitions in Central and Eastern Europe. This kind of anniversary 
calls for reflection. In the case of the issues discussed here, the situation is 
particularly complicated due to the lack of detailed studies of this kind relating 
to post-communist countries. This situation reflects the continued imbalance 
between women and men in the field of theology and religious studies and the 
lack of attention to gender studies as a whole. This volume therefore has a 
somewhat fragmentary character. It explores the situation in a wide array of 
countries is presented: Bulgaria, Croatia, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, 
Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Romania and Ukraine.  

 

Publication funding through a project of the European Commission 6th Framework 
Programme, Socio-economic Sciences and Humanities: REVACERN. Religions And Values: 

Central And Eastern European Research Network. Project number: CIT5-028899. 

 

Table of contents 
 

Theoretical Approaches 

Elżbieta Adamiak, Awareness of Sex/Gender Difference in Christian Theology 
in Poland: a report on the state of research 

Elżbieta Przybył-Sadowska, Tradition vs. Modernity. Women’s Roles in 
Orthodox Churches towards Social and Cultural Changes in Central and Eastern 
Europe  

Agata S. Nalborczyk, Muslim Women in Poland and Lithuania. Tatar Tradition, 
Religious Practice, hijab and Marriage 



Milka A. Hristova, Gender Roles in some New Religious Movements in 
Bulgaria 

Małgorzata Grzywacz, Clergywomen: The Problems of the Development and 
Ethos of the Profession based on the example of Protestantism in Central and 
Eastern Europe 

Hedwig Meyer-Wilmes, The Power of the Voice: The Stabat Mater in Music 
and Text  

Aleksander Gomola, Inclusive language in Polish religious discourse 

Justyna Melonowska, John Paul II’s Concept of Femininity and the Critique of 
Essentialist Theories of Man 

Sonia Sobkowiak, Religious Influence on the Social Roles of Women in Poland 
in the Light of Feminist Publications 

Gusztáv Kovács, Ideals and Reality: Gender Roles in Marriage and Family in 
Sermons by Roman Catholic Authors in Austria, Germany and Hungary 
 

Empirical Approaches 

Rebeka Jadranka Anić, Emancipation and Gender Equality in the Croatian 
Context  

Ana Thea Filipović, (Auto)Perception by Women and Men of their Position in 
the Church in Croatia 

Małgorzata Chrząstowska, The roles of women in Catholicism. Public 
awareness in Poland 

Anna Szwed, “Distance from the altar”. Gender Perception amongst Roman 
Catholic Priests in Poland 

Zsuzsa Zsófia Tornyi, Female Roles, Opportunities and Statuses among Female 
Professors and Researchers in Hungary’s “Calvinist Rome” Debrecen 

Márta Bodó, Women’s involvement and roles within the Transylvanian Catholic 
Church. A survey of the hopes and expectations of young women studying 
Catholic theology in Transylvania 


